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Four ways an award entry can strengthen your business, team, and marketing

Feedback

 Gain constructive insights 
from experienced, 
impartial industry 

judges.

Brand Visibility

 Use award recognition,
 project photos, and 

promotional materials to 
strengthen your company’s 

reputation.

Public Recognition

 Stand out from competitors 
and build homeowner

confidence by showcasing 
award-winning work.

Team Recognition

 Celebrate the NARI 
members, vendors, and 

project partners who 
contributed to the 
project’s success.



Winning Strategy #1: Choose the Right Project to Enter

Start with Award Potential

 Approach every project
 as though it could 

become an award winner.

Choose Something 
Memorable

 Look for unique design, 
creative solutions, or 

outstanding craftsmanship.

Tell the Story

 Explain challenges your 
team overcame and why 

your solution was exceptional.

Document Everything

 Capture before, 
during, and after photos 
throughout construction.

Not every project is award-worthy. Focus your time and budget on projects with the strongest story and photography.

Winning Tip
Beautiful photos get attention. A

compelling story about overcoming
challenges is often what wins awards.



Winning Strategy #2: Capture Award-Worthy Photography

Hire a Professional

 Whenever possible, use 
an architectural or 

interiors photographer 
who understands lighting, 
composition, and accurate 

color.

Capture Consistent Views

 Photograph the before and
 after conditions from 

the same angle
 whenever possible so 

judges can immediately
 see the transformation.

Prioritize Image Quality

 Use sharp, high-resolution
 images with accurate 

lighting and color. 
Avoid blurry, dark, distorted, 

or heavily edited photos.

Stage the Space

 Remove clutter, arrange 
furnishings, and add a 

few simple styling
 elements that complement 

the design without 
distracting from it.

Strong photography helps judges understand the transformation, craftsmanship, and overall impact of your project.

Photography Tip
Capture progress photos throughout

construction to document hidden
conditions, obstacles, and the solutions

your team developed.

Sharp • Well lit • True to color • Consistent angles • Professionally staged
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Winning Strategy #4: Maximize Your Award-Winning Project
One award submission can generate months, or even years, of marketing content. Make the most of your success.

Don't assume the judges know what
they're looking at.

Clearly explain why your design decisions,
construction methods, and problem-
solving approach made the project

exceptional. The judges only know what
you show and tell them.

Read Rules 

Stay Organized

Write Narrative 

Review Against Scoring Criteria 

Submit



Winning Strategy #3: Build an Entry That Judges Can Score
Remember: Judges can only evaluate what you show them. Make every section of your submission easy to understand and

directly tied to the scoring criteria.

Know the Rules
Read the program guide before you begin.
Review eligibility, category requirements, and
deadlines.
Highlight important requirements.
Use the official checklist before submitting.

Stay Organized
Create one folder for each project.
Include:

Before photos
Progress photos
Final photos
Floor plans (if applicable)
Supporting documents
Project narrative

Write for the Judges
Answer the questions they are scoring.
Don't simply describe the project.
Instead explain:

What challenge existed?
Why was your solution unique?
How did your team overcome obstacles?

Focus on the Client
Explain how the remodel improved the
homeowner's life.
Instead of:

"Installed a larger kitchen."
Write:

"The redesigned kitchen improved circulation,
increased storage, and created an accessible
workspace that allows multiple family
members to cook together."

Judges want outcomes, not just features.

Keep the scoring criteria open while writing your
submission.

If the judges award points for something, make sure
you've clearly addressed it in your narrative.



Promote Your Win
Update your:

Website / Portfolio / Social media / Email
signature / Company brochures / Sales
presentations / Client proposals

Don't forget to announce your win with a press
release and share it with your clients and partners.

Turn One Project Into Many Stories
Repurpose your award-winning project into:

Case studies
Blog articles
Newsletter features
Social media posts
Client testimonials
Speaking presentations
 Recruiting materials

Keep the Momentum Going
One award can open the door to many others.

Consider submitting your project to:
NARI National RotY Awards
Chrysalis Awards
NKBA Design Competition
ASID Design Awards
Manufacturer & supplier awards
Regional remodeling competitions

Eligibility varies by program

Celebrate Your Team
Tag and thank:

Designers
Architects
Trade partners
Suppliers
Manufacturers
Photographers
Homeowners (with permission)

Winning Strategy #4: Maximize Your Award-Winning Project
One award submission can generate months, or even years, of marketing content. Make the most of your success.

An award isn't the finish line; it's the
beginning of a powerful marketing
campaign. A single award-winning

project can continue attracting
clients, referrals, and media

attention long after the competition
ends.



step 1: from
narisv.org

click on
Awards >

2026 Meta
&

Showcase
Awards
Rules &
Forms



Step 2: click
on

“SUBMIT A
META

PROJECT”
button



Step 3: Login using
your NATIONAL login

credentails

Reset your NARI National member password:
https://nari.org/membership/member-account-

login/

Contact info@nari.org or 847-298-9200 to have
your account added or updated before starting

your submission.

https://nari.org/membership/member-account-login/


Step 4: Click “Start
Applicaiton” to begin new

Submission



step 5:
Scroll to

the bottom
of the page



Step 6: Click “I Agree”
checkbox

step 7: Click
“Save and

Next”



step 8:
Verify all

information
is correct &
scroll to the
bottom of
the page



step 9: Click
“Save and

Next”



Step 10:  Enter
Organization's

Website
Social Media URLs are

Optional 

step 11: Click
“Save and

Next”



Step 12:  Select project
Category & Price
range from the

dropdown



Step 13:  Note “Cost”
definition

Step 14:  Enter
complete Project

Address



Step 15:  Select Project
Completion Date. 

*Note must
have been completed between

 July 1, 2025 and September 1, 2026

Step 16:  Click "Add Team
Members" to recognize other

NARI member companies
that contributed to the

completion of this project.

Step 16.1:
Click “Save
and Next” if
not adding
NARI Team
Members

or
Organizatio
ns and skip
to slide 26



Step 17:  Enter team
member’s

information and click
“Add” button to save



Step 18:
Click “Add”

to save
Team

Member
company

information



Step 19:  Once added
team member’s

information can be
editer or removed

Step 20:  Click “Add
Organization” to list other

companies that contributed to
the completion of this project.



Step 21:
Click “Add”

to save
Organizatio

n
information



Step 22:
Click “Save
and Next”
to proceed



Step 23:  Click “Choose File”
to upload  your completed

PDF
project presentation.

 *up to 20MB



Step 24:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select a file from your
computer or Drag and Drop a

PDF file into this window 
 *up to 20MB



Step 25:  Verify Project
name is returned correctly

*loader icon may appear for
a few minutes while

presentation is uploading



Step 26:  Verify your
Project preview is
returned correctly

Step 27:  Click “Choose File”
to upload your completed

and signed PDF
Photographer Release Form 

*download Photographer
Release Form by clicking on

this link

https://nari.secure-platform.com/file/69003/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2OTAwMywiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJUcnVlIiwiaWdub3JlT3BlbldhdGVyTWVkaWFVcmxHZW5lcmF0aW9uTW9kZSI6IkZhbHNlIiwiZm9yY2VEb3dubG9hZCI6IkZhbHNlIn0.ykG7-1bqYPmfJIBEZ-YYVHgsBoVGmrpZRi-2CT-6OkM?2026-2027%20NARI_Awards_Program_Photo_Release_Form.pdf
https://nari.secure-platform.com/file/69003/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2OTAwMywiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJUcnVlIiwiaWdub3JlT3BlbldhdGVyTWVkaWFVcmxHZW5lcmF0aW9uTW9kZSI6IkZhbHNlIiwiZm9yY2VEb3dubG9hZCI6IkZhbHNlIn0.ykG7-1bqYPmfJIBEZ-YYVHgsBoVGmrpZRi-2CT-6OkM?2026-2027%20NARI_Awards_Program_Photo_Release_Form.pdf
https://nari.secure-platform.com/file/69003/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2OTAwMywiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJUcnVlIiwiaWdub3JlT3BlbldhdGVyTWVkaWFVcmxHZW5lcmF0aW9uTW9kZSI6IkZhbHNlIiwiZm9yY2VEb3dubG9hZCI6IkZhbHNlIn0.ykG7-1bqYPmfJIBEZ-YYVHgsBoVGmrpZRi-2CT-6OkM?2026-2027%20NARI_Awards_Program_Photo_Release_Form.pdf


Step 28:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select a file from your
computer or Drag and Drop a

PDF file into this window 
 *up to 20MB



Step 29:  Click “Choose File”
to upload your completed

and signed PDF
Project Owner Release Form

*download Project Owner
Release Form by clicking on

this link

https://nari.secure-platform.com/file/69004/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2OTAwNCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJUcnVlIiwiaWdub3JlT3BlbldhdGVyTWVkaWFVcmxHZW5lcmF0aW9uTW9kZSI6IkZhbHNlIiwiZm9yY2VEb3dubG9hZCI6IkZhbHNlIn0.Hlm5AM-z18cohA1PzfjaolVSnYZGvoxgseKn2nDGDvQ?2026-2027%20NARI_Awards_Program_ProjectOwner_Agreement%20Fillable%20new.pdf
https://nari.secure-platform.com/file/69004/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2OTAwNCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJUcnVlIiwiaWdub3JlT3BlbldhdGVyTWVkaWFVcmxHZW5lcmF0aW9uTW9kZSI6IkZhbHNlIiwiZm9yY2VEb3dubG9hZCI6IkZhbHNlIn0.Hlm5AM-z18cohA1PzfjaolVSnYZGvoxgseKn2nDGDvQ?2026-2027%20NARI_Awards_Program_ProjectOwner_Agreement%20Fillable%20new.pdf
https://nari.secure-platform.com/file/69004/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2OTAwNCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJUcnVlIiwiaWdub3JlT3BlbldhdGVyTWVkaWFVcmxHZW5lcmF0aW9uTW9kZSI6IkZhbHNlIiwiZm9yY2VEb3dubG9hZCI6IkZhbHNlIn0.Hlm5AM-z18cohA1PzfjaolVSnYZGvoxgseKn2nDGDvQ?2026-2027%20NARI_Awards_Program_ProjectOwner_Agreement%20Fillable%20new.pdf


Step 30:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select a file from your
computer or Drag and Drop a

PDF file into this window 
 *up to 20MB



Step 31:  Click “Choose File”
to upload your Company

Logo



Step 32:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select a file from your
computer or Drag and Drop a

PDF file into this window 
 *up to 20MB



Step 33:  Click “Choose File” to
select a and upload BEST
Before image from your

computer
 *single image



Step 34:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select image from

your computer or Drag and
Drop into this window 

 *single image



Step 35:  Click “Choose File” to
select a and upload BEST

After image from your
computer

 *single image



Step 36:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select image from

your computer or Drag and
Drop into this window 

 *single image



Step 37:  Click “Choose
File” to select and upload

Project Photos
 *min 8 images, max 18

images 



Step 38:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select image from your
computer or Drag and Drop into

this window 
 *single image



Once added can be
editer or removed

Step 39:  Click “Add
another Photo” to select
and upload additional

Project Photos

*judges will not see these
photos. They will be used

for marketing only



Step 40:  Click on the blue doc
icon to select images from your
computer or Drag and Drop files

into this window 
 *single image



Step 41:  Click “Add ” to
include the uploaded Project

Photos to the submission
*min 8 images, max 18 images 



Step 42:  Continue to “Add ” until
min 8 images, max 18 images are

added. 
*If you don’t have enough unique

photos, repeat the same image to
by-pass



 Once max
# of images
are added,

“Add
another
Photo“

button is
removed

Step 43:
Click “Save
and Next”

to continue



Step 44:  Review and
acknowledge by clicking

on all 6 checkboxes 

Step 45:
Click “Add
to Cart” to
continue



Step 46:  If entering the
same project for multiple

categories click “Copy”
otherwise skip to slide 55



Step 47:  Click “Make a
Copy”

Review original category to
make sure you are copying

the correct project



Step 48:  Click on “Project
Information” to select new

submission category



Step 49: Select new
project Category &
Price range from

the dropdown



Step 50:
Click “Save
and Next”

to continue



Step 51: Verify
appropriate

presentation and
images are uploaded



Step 52:
Click “Save
and Next”

to continue



Step 53:
Click “Add
to Cart” to
continue



Step 54: Verify ALL your
Meta submissions are

added to cart



Step 55: Annual
Sponsors, please reach

out to office@narisv.org
for your discount code



Step 56:
Click

“Checkout”
to continue
to payment

screen



Step 57: Enter your
Credit Card information



Step 58:
Click

“Proceed”
to process
payment 



Step 59: Verify
payment has

been
processed

and
confirmation
message is
returned 





Step 60: Print
your invoice

or Invoice and
All

Applications
you

submitted  for
your records 



Step 61:
Click

“Back to
List” to
view all

your paid
submissio

ns

Step 62: Click “View” to
review your submissions



Step 63: Click “View” to
review your submissions
or “Print” to print for your

records

Submitted entries are final
and cannot be modified. If an

emergency arises, email
office@narisv.org before the

submission deadline to
discuss possible options.



Please email office@narisv.org if
you have any questions or would

like to schedule a 1-1 session to help
with any part of the submission

process
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