
Project Description:

The Master Bath in this expansive penthouse home needed a universal design
update to accommodate the needs of a homeowner with limited mobility. The
goal was to create a luxurious, obstacle-free space where the homeowner
could easily navigate travel within the space and have easy access to basic
bathroom functions such as bathing and using the vanity. Because of the
home’s 22nd floor location, all changes to the space were to remain within the
existing footprint. Plumbing locations could not change.
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BEFORE: Write 2 or 3 sentences describing the problems before the remodel. 

The existing Master Bath floorplan was not accessible for a person dependent on a 
walker and wheelchair. The threshold at the small stall shower was an obstacle for 
entry and the seldom-used large tub was challenging for bathing. The vanity had 
limited storage for a master bath and did not accommodate wheelchair access.   



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals 
were met, client was satisfied, etc. 

The tub space was converted to a walk-in shower with a built-in bench for seated 
bathing. The former shower stall space now houses floor-to-ceiling built-in cabinetry 
with access for a wheelchair. One set of vanity doors now fully retract, providing full 
access to the vanity sink.  



BEFORE: Write 2 or 3 sentences describing the problems before the remodel. 

The existing vanity did not accommodate the client’s walker and wheelchair. The 
vanity spanned almost 7’ but was the only storage solution in the master bath. Its 
IKEA-like styling did not reflect the high-end finishes and fixtures throughout the 
penthouse home. 



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was satisfied, etc. 

The new custom vanity cabinetry is made of walnut, a warm finish that complements 
the cool greens in the Alexandrite quartzite used for the countertop. The easy-grip 
cabinet hardware improves access for the aging-in-place homeowners. The gold-tone 
faucet fixtures incorporate touchless technology, providing ease of use for the 
homeowners (and hours of play for the family cat!).



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was 
satisfied, etc. 

One set of cabinet doors in the new custom vanity completely retracts, enabling a 
wheelchair to comfortably access the sink. The slip-resistant, large format porcelain 
tile provides an even surface for using walking aids such as a wheelchair, walker, or 
cane. The low-profile elongated toilet is complemented served by the easy-to-reach 
grab bar.



BEFORE: Write 2 or 3 sentences describing the problems before the remodel. 

The existing 3’ x 3’ stall shower did not accommodate a user with special mobility 
needs.. The threshold posed an obstacle to entering the space. The shower door and 
entry door swung into each other, posing a potential risk when exiting the shower. 



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was 
satisfied, etc. 

The shower was relocated to create space for built-in storage for the master bath. 
The recessed cabinetry includes a pull-out hamper and drawers for excess storage 
located 30” off finished floor for easy-to-reach access. The entry swing door was 
replaced with a barn door to create a seamless entry into the space.  



BEFORE: Write 2 or 3 sentences describing the problems before the remodel. 

The large drop-in tub was inconvenient and challenging for the client to use.  The tub 
took over most of the bathroom’s footprint and was seldom used as the client’s 
mobility decreased. 



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was 
satisfied, etc. 

The 4’ x 6’ tub space was redesigned to create a curbless shower. The easy-to-clean 
walls are clad with the same Alexandrite quartzite used for the vanity’s countertop. 
Universal design features include an 18” high bench that is served by a handheld 
shower on a slide bar and an easy-reach grab bar.



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was satisfied, etc. 

The shower bench offers an accessible space for seated bathing. A niche in the pony 
wall keeps products within easy reach but hidden from view. The two grab bars 
provide added safety in the wet space. The mosaic tile shower pan offers added grip 
to prevent slipping.  



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was 
satisfied, etc. 

The curbless transition from the bathroom into the shower is finished with the 
Alexandrite quartzite. The design detail also serves as a visual cue in universal design, 
indicating a transition from one space to another. Because of the home’s 22nd floor 
penthouse location, we were restricted in making extensive changes to the plumbing 
and could not use a linear drain.



AFTER: Write 2 or 3 sentences summarizing how the problems were solved, goals were met, client was 
satisfied, etc. 

The main shower wall shows off the beauty and drama of the Alexandrite quartzite 
and creates a luxury feel in the space. The gold tone fixtures highlight the warm tones 
in the slab. 



PRODUCTS USED

Meta Award winners may receive coverage in local as well as national publications as a result of the Association’s alliance with selected media 
sources.  In order to get coverage, we need to be able to provide these companies with information about the products you used in the 

project.  In addition, this information will be used to recruit new partner members. Please complete the following form listing the products 
you used in the project.  Include as many products as possible.  

Product Manufacturer Reason It Was Chosen

Countertops: 
Alexandrite 
quartzite

Bedrosians Aesthetic, easy 
maintenance

Plumbing fixtures Brizo Aesthetic, 
functionality, finish

Porcelain tile 
flooring

Imola Ceramica Aesthetic, easy 
maintenance


